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clothes and watched many good and faithful servants sink
from sight in the yellow waters of Williamstown harbour.
On the fore deck the men were swinging aboard hundreds
of drums of fuel oil with a derrick.    This was extra oil for the
engines in case the supply in the bunkers should be insuffi-
cient.    They stowed them snugly over the whole of the
forward well deck and over the lower deck amidships so that
the only communication between the foc'sle and the after part
of the ship lay below decks through the officers' cabin flat.
Seen from above the circular tops of the drums made a close
mosaic of white discs.    Into the after hold, when Marr and I
had cleared it, they swung the crates of potatoes, cases of
biscuits and pemmican which had stood piled upon the jetty.
The little Gipsy Moth scout aeroplane was lifted aboard
from a lorry and housed amidships on the roof of the hospital
amid a drenching downpour which drove away the admiring
crowd, except for a devoted few, and soaked the cameramen
and the pressmen to the skin.     On its high perch amidships
it looked a frail thing, our Gipsy Moth, of aluminium and
silvered canvas, delicate and leggy with its floats like huge
feet, impotent, wingless, its nose covered with canvas, a
crippled insect.   This fragile airy creature was for short
reconnaissance and observation flights but the main search
flights, if any, over Antarctica would be made by the big
Westland Wapiti bombing machine (an engine of terror and
destruction turned to the uses of peace)  which arrived
majestically under its own power.    It flew from its aero-
drome six or seven miles away and alighted with astonishing
delicacy upon the water like a silver bird. From where it came
to rest, a few hundred yards from- the ship, Marr and a crew
of seamen towed it to the ship with the whaler.   It was
hoisted slowly on to its platform with the derrick.   In the
cockpit was a man with a round, tanned face.   When the
machine had been lowered gently, wirigs outspread, on to its
platform and was at rest, the pilot stepped down from the
cockpit,